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Abstract:

This research aims to analyze the psychological and social
mechanisms that explain the transmission of social media
influence from digital social comparison to the formation
of criminal motivation and deviant behavior. The study
adopted a theoretical analytical approach by reviewing
scientific literature in the fields of criminology, social
psychology, and media studies, with the goal of
constructing an explanatory framework that clarifies the
relationship between the variables. The results showed that
social comparison via social media is mostly upward in
nature, where individuals compare themselves to ideal and
selective role models, which reinforces feelings of relative
deprivation, frustration, and low self-esteem. The results
also indicated that these feelings represent an intermediary
link that contributes to the formation of criminal
motivation, especially in the context of weak social control
or limited legitimate opportunities. Furthermore, social
learning mechanisms play a significant role in reinforcing
deviant behavior through the imitation of models presented
on digital platforms, supported by online social interaction.
The study concluded that the influence of social media on
deviant behavior does not occur directly, but rather through
an integrated interactive pathway that begins with social
comparison, then relative deprivation, and culminates in
the formation of criminal motivation, with social learning
playing a reinforcing role. The study recommended the
need to enhance digital awareness, activate the role of the
family and educational institutions in reducing negative
impacts, in addition to the importance of conducting future

field studies to verify the proposed explanatory model
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